These conclusions were supported by those inferviewed
by the reviewers:

“Fositive Vibes has given PLWHN a voice
and akbected people a voice - it gave
them the conbidence and the skills.”
International NGO Manager, Namibia

Positive Vibes is tailor-made for addressing the various
stages of HIV-related stigma and discrimination that
hamper the effectiveness of so many HIV and AIDS
prevention, freatment, care and support initiafives.

Who Are Our Partners?

Positive Vibes was piloted in projects IBIS has
implemented with the following organisations: Social
Marketing Association (SMA - the Namibian programme
of Population Services International), Nawa Life (formerly
the Namibian programme of the Johns Hopkins
University Centre for Health Communications), Lironga
Eparu (national association of people living with HIV
and AIDS in Namibia), Steps for the Future, Yelula / U-
khai (a project of the Alliance 2015 HIV and AIDS
initiative), Lifeline Childline, the Community Health
Media Trust, the Rainbow Project and Ombetja Yehinga.
We continue to collaborate with most of these
organisations in the on-going development and rollout

of Positive Vibes. But demand for Positive Vibes is
growing beyond IBIS" conventional project partners.
More recently, organisatfions such as ITECH, the
University of Namibia, Namibia’s Ministry of Health,
and the International Community of Women Living with
HIV/AIDS (ICW) have begun incorporating Positive
Vibes” approaches into their own projects and acfivities.
For example, of the 147 workshops Positive Vibes
facilitated in 2007, 72 of these (49 percent) were for
new partners oufside the scope of existing projects. In
2006, Positive Vibes facilitated 70 workshops — 5 of
these (7 percent) were for non-project partners.

“Positive Vibes' strength is that is in
toveh with the people and hands-on, it
has real gmssroofs approaches.”
Namibian NGO Manager .

Hope - Respect - Voice

Positive Vibes

- Hope, Respect and Voice

Who Are We?

Positive Vibes is a cutting-edge communication initiative
that has emerged from the HIV and AIDS programme
of the Danish infernational development organisation
IBIS in southern Africa. We believe Positive Vibes is
cutting-edge because:

¢ |t facilitates the involvement of people living with
and affected by HIV in a way that too few HIV and
AIDS initiatives have done to date

e Similarly, it uses communicafion tools to allow
us fo understand better the needs of children living
with and affected by HIV

e |t allows us to personalise HIV and AIDS, and to
use our personal knowledge and experiences as
the basis for our responses to the epidemic.

e |t challenges the often defeatist and negative
discourse that surrounds HIV and AIDS, and infuses
our responses with a sense of hope.

e |t combines separate approaches to create a process
that allows change at a personal level fo become
a cafalyst for change at a societal level.

In so doing, Positive Vibes enables participants to
move from being passive victims of HIV and AIDS to
becoming victors able to address and overcome the
epidemic.

With the pending closure of IBIS, Positive Vibes is
repositioning itself as a Namibian-registered, not-for-
profit training and facilitation organisation supporting
responses to HIV and AIDS throughout southern Africa
with innovative and creative communication approaches.

“Positive Vibes work with the sypport
grovps has created operress and changed
the whole community s view.

Namibian Community [eader






