Stage 6: The Power of Voice

The storytellers identify the audiences they want
to reach with their media, and the media
professionals, together with Positive Vibes,
facilitate the broadcast, screening or exhibition
of the media.

In as far as possible, these broadcasts, screenings
and exhibitions are interactive in order for
audiences to develop an informed understanding
of the media. Accordingly, the storyfellers are
trained in facilitation techniques that allow them
to facilitate a discussion with audiences about
the media they have made.

“Abter | tested positive | was very
shy. Now | am more combident. My family
is provd of me being on the radio.”
Participant

Particular aftention is paid to presenting the media
within the storyfellers” own communities, as the
empathy creafed by shared locations and cultural
reference points makes for a deeper connection
between the storytellers and their audiences.

Who Are Our Facilitators?
Positive Vibes works with media professionals
who have experience in participatory media.
Positive Vibes provides our facilitators with on-
going mentoring and support.

Hope - Respect - Voice

Participatory Media and Communication

Our Aim: To enable people living with and directly
affected by HIV and AIDS to produce media that allows
decision makers and a wider public to befter
understand and respond to the realifies of living with
HIV.

Duration: 5 fo 20 days (depending on media and
process selected, and usually spread out over several
months)

What is Participatory Media?

Communication is our key means of reducing the
stigma that hampers prevention, treatment, care and
support for people living with and affected by HIV and
AIDS. But HIV and AIDS communication often excludes
people directly affected by the disease. The Positive
Vibes approach to participatory media combines the
insight and experiences of people living on the fronfline
of the AIDS epidemic with the creativity of professionals
skilled in telling stories through mass media.

“ Now we kriow how +o take programmes,
how to entertain, and how to Mmake sure
people listen to vs”

Porticipant

- Keeping if real!

But rather than the media professionals telling sfories
on behalf of others, we put the means of media
production info the hands of people living with and
affected by HIV. Media professionals assist and guide
the storytellers —facilitating rather than mediating. In
doing this, we endeavour to break down the barriers
that mass media traditionally places befween producer,
subject and audience.

Participafory media work also builds fransferable
vocational, leadership and relationship skills as well
as self-expression and teamwork skills. It further
instils an ethic of civic duty and a strengthened sense
of community and can also contribute to a growth in
individual participants” self-esteem.

To date, we have facilitated the production of video,
radio and still photography by groups of people living
with and affected by HIV. This includes videos made
by rural primary school children under the Children’s
Voices initiafive.






